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Training of Trainers (ToT), focus: small producers
Animal welfare and housing conditions
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How can «welfare» be defined?

« The welfare of an animal is its state as regards 
its attempts to cope with its environment».

Broom, D.M. 1996. Animal welfare defined in terms of attempts to cope with the 
environment. Acta Agric. Scand. Sect. (A), Anim. Sci. 27, 22-28



3

Animal welfare and housing conditions

ToT workshop 09/2016

Social 
responsibility

Sustainability

Animal welfare

Abundance
Low cost

Increased 
efficiency

Increased 
production

CONSUMERS

en.m.wikipedia.org



4

Animal welfare and housing conditions

ToT workshop 09/2016

Milk production per cow has more than doubled 
(!) in the last 40 years; BUT this came at a price...

- declining ability to reproduce
- increasing incidence of health problems 
- declining longevity 
- increased incidence of problems resulting 

from inadequacies in diet
- lack of access to pasture in some systems, 

which prevents cows from exhibiting natural 
behaviour  
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«Five Freedoms»:

1) Freedom from hunger and thirst

2) Freedom from discomfort

3) Freedom from pain, injury and disease

4) Freedom to express normal behaviour

5) Freedom from fear and distress
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Focus of upcoming legislation:

1) Good housing

2) Good health

3) Good feeding

4) Appropriate behaviour
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Focus of upcoming legislation:

1) Good housing: access to grazing and standards for indoor housing

- Cows and replacement heifers should have daily access to grazing in the 

grass growing season and shelter against extreme weather

- There should be at least 5-10% more cubicles or lying boxes than the 

number of cows in the group

- Flooring should be non-slip
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Focus of upcoming legislation:

1) Good housing

2) Good feeding: daily diet meets the cow`s needs

- The daily ration should provide sufficient energy, 
nutrients and dietary fibre to meet matebolic 
requirements and promote good digestion, with 
adequate roughage for correct rumen function

- Feeding systems should allow each cow to meet her 
needs for quantity and quality of feed

- Fresh and clean drinking water must be provided ad 
libitum indoor and out
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Good feeding: daily diet meets the cow`s needs
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Focus of upcoming legislation:

1) Good housing

2) Good feeding

3) Good health: Ensuring cows are healthy, and do not undergo pain and suffering

Health indicators for welfare assessment for dairy cows

General appearance Body condition score

Skin Parasites, infections, wounds

Legs Lameness, hoof care

Udder Teat lesions, clinical mastitis

Systemic diseases General condition; Diseases

Mortality Case history of culled animals

adapted from «Indicators for the assessment of animal welfare in a dairy cattle herd with a cubicle housing system»; T. Rousing, M. Bonde & J.T. Sorensen 
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Focus of upcoming legislation:

1) Good housing: access to grazing and standards for indoor housing

2) Good feeding: daily diet meets the cow`s needs

3) Good health: Ensuring cows are healthy, and do not undergo pain and suffering

4) Appropriate Behaviour: 

Cows have the opportunity to express their natural behaviour

- excessive aggression should be prevented by keeping cows in appropriate 

social groups with appropriate pen design

- handling aids should be specified 

(electric prods, loud noise and physical force should be prohibited) 
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When does a cow sleep?
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- Brief presentation

- Group work

1) Problems/issues

2) Solutions

3) Key messages

4) Delivery method

- Presentation of results and discussion
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