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• Umbrella organisation for the Dutch organic
sector

• Representing the whole production chain
• Aim: stimulate growth and improve the

sustainability of the organic sector
• Main activities: policy & regulation, 

promotion & communication, B-to-B projects
(organic fair), research projects (LIVESEED)

• Active member of IFOAM 



The current legal framework
(EC 889/2008)

• Art.48.1 Each Member State shall ensure that a 
computerised database is established for the listing of 
the varieties for which seed or seed potatoes obtained 
by the organic production method are available on its 
territory

• Art 49.2. Any variety which has not been registered in 
the database shall be considered as unavailable with 
regard to Article 45(5).



The new legal framework
(EC 2018/248 & 2020/464)

• Art 26.1: Each Member State shall ensure that a regularly 
updated database is established for the listing of the, excluding 
seedlings but in organic and in-conversion plant reproductive 
material including seed potatoes, which is available on its 
territory

• Additional information required/variety:
 The quantity in weight
 The period of the year of its availability

• New types of plant reproductive material:
 organic heterogeneous material
 organic varieties suitable for organic 
production

Презентатор
Нотатки до презентації
Inge



The Dutch organic seed database

• www.biodatabase.nl/en

• Managed by the Dutch seed authority
• Main tasks:

• Keep the database up to date
• Check if seed suppliers are certified organic
• Check if varieties offered are registered and the

names are correctly written
• Check which (sub)crop does a variety belong to
• Update the National Annex and information on 

the national derogation rules

http://www.biodatabase.nl/en


The Dutch organic seed database

Main users:
- suppliers of organic seed and vegetative
propagating material
- organic farmers
- the control body/organic certifier
- Bionext



Rules for organic seed suppliers
• Register as supplier at Biodatabase
• Certified organic producer
• Notify database manager about changes 

in the seed offer



Overview of suppliers



Search for organinc propagating 
material 



Organic seed offer per crop



Organic seed offer per sub-crop



Vegetative propagating material



The National Annex

• A National list of (sub) crops for which no 
derogation is possible (category 1)

• Started in 2004 in the Netherlands
• Obligatory in the new organic regulation
• Increase production and use of organic seed

• Step by step: crop by crop
• Bottom up: involvement
and support from the sector



The National Annex
preconditions

• One or more Expertgroups:
 cereals, foddercrops & green manure
 vegetables and potatoes, 
 glasshouse crops
 vegetative material (fruit crops)

• With representatives from farmers, seed
companies, certifiers and experts

• Farmers have a strong (decisive) vote
• Expertgroups give a (binding) advice to

the competent authority



The National Annex
preconditions

• Clear criteria to decide if a (sub)crop can be
placed on this list:
 Are the main variaties available
 Is the assortment sufficient for different 

soiltypes, seasons and markets
 Are there at least two seedproducers

• The system must be flexible
 Crops can be removed from the National 

Annex when necessary
 Derogation for research/field trials and

conservation purposes
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The role of the seed database in the derogation 
process



The National Annex for 
agricultural crops



This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No
727230 and by the Swiss State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) under contract number 17.00090. The information
provided do not necessarily reflect the official views of the EC and the Swiss government. Neither the European Commission/SERI nor any
person acting behalf of the Commission/SERI is responsible for the use which might be made of the information provided.

Boosting organic seed and plant 
breeding across Europe

2017 - 2021



Multi-actor consortium

35 partners 
14 linked parties 
18 countries

23 breeding & research 
institutes
7 breeding companies
8 seed companies
11 organic associations

IUNG

NARDI
RASA

BIOSE

AEG

RSR 
Arcoiris

UNIVPM
CREA

UPV
SEAE
ECOVALIA

ORC
OA

LSSV
IPC
UEV

AREI

ÖMKI
MTA

AGES

ITAB
INRA
UBIOS
COCEBI
BIOCER

FiBL-DE
KU
FSF

BNN
BSG

KULURSAAT
GGF DARZAU

DOTTENFELDERHOF

L&F SEGES
AGROL

ISD

LBI
WR

VITALIS
BIONEXT

IFOAM EU
ECO-PB
DEMETER

FiBL-CH
AGROS
SATIVA
GZPK
POC

Презентатор
Нотатки до презентації
Map crated with: https://mapchart.net/europe.html 



European router database

• Improve transparency of available organic seeds 
EU-wide

• Boost the use of organic seeds 
• Create a level playing field on organic seed trade
• Increase competitiveness of the organic seed sector
• Harmonize the use of databases in the EU

Презентатор
Нотатки до презентації
No further functionality or statistics



Blue arrows indicate seed offer uploads performed by seed supplier; red arrows indicate offer rejected 
by the competent authority; green arrow indicated offer accepted by the competent authority with a 
data output into national organic seed database (via Automated Programming Entry API or manually). 
Farmer and control body check the availability of organic seed in national databases. If no appropriate 
seed is available, farmer can request a derogation for the use of no-organic seed. 





More information

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-policy/eu-rules-
on-production/seeds-database/index_en.htm

www.liveseed.eu

www.eco-pb.org

http://organicseedfinder.com/
http://www.liveseed.eu/
http://www.eco-pb.org/


Improving current organic seed supplyThank you for your attention
Any questions?
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