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EU law on Organic Farming
• Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 of 28 June 2007 on organic 

production and labelling of organic products and repealing Regulation 
(EEC) No 2092/91

• Commission Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 of 5 September 2008 laying 
down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 834/2007 on organic production and labelling of organic 
products with regard to organic production, labelling and control



EU law on Organic Farming
• 834/2007
- Apply to vegetative propagating material and seeds for cultivation

Art. 12.1 (i) of 834/2007

for the production of products other than seed and vegetative propagating material only organically 

produced seed and propagating material shall be used. To this end, the mother plant in the case of 

seeds and the parent plant in the case of vegetative propagating material shall have been produced in 

accordance with the rules laid down in this Regulation for at least one generation, or, in the case of 

perennial crops, two growing seasons;



EU law on Organic Farming
• 889/2008 

Art. 48.1
Each Member State shall ensure that a computerised database is 
established for the listing of the varieties for which seed or seed 
potatoes obtained by the organic production method are available on its 
territory.



EU law on Organic Farming
• 889/2008 

Art. 48.2
The database shall be managed either by the competent authority of 
the Member State or by an authority or body designated for this 
purpose by the Member State, hereinafter referred to as ‘manager of 
the database’. Member States may also designate an authority or a 
private body in another country.



EU law on Organic Farming
• 889/2008 

Art. 49.1
Varieties for which seed or seed potatoes produced by the organic 
production method are available shall be registered in the database 
referred to in Article 48 at the request of the supplier.



EU law on Organic Farming
• 889/2008 

Art. 49.2
Any variety which has not been registered in the database shall be considered as 
unavailable

Art. 49.3 
Each Member State shall decide in which period of the year the database has to be 
regularly updated for each species or group of species cultivated on its territory. The 
database shall hold information with regard to that decision.



EU law on Organic Farming
• 889/2008

Art. 50 Conditions for registration
- Material is organic,
- Material fulfills the general basic requirements for seed and seed

potatoes
- Information must be updated



Polish law on Seeds
• Act on Seeds

- Every operator who wants to put on market propagating material has
to register in the national register (non-public, available by a 
request),

- Only propagating material listed in the polish COBORU list, EU 
catalogue or OECD list may be put on market (art. 104 of the seed
act)

- Seed registers http://piorin.gov.pl/nasiennictwo/wykaz-odmian/



EU law on Organic Farming
• 889/2008

Art. 51 
Scope if information

Art. 52 
The information in the database referred to in Article 48 shall be 
available through the Internet, free of cost, to the users of seed or seed 
potatoes and to the public



Polish law on Organic Farming
• Act on Organic Farming of 25th June 2009

Art. 12 Main Inspector of Plant Health and Seed Inspection is designated
for establishing and management of the national database.

MIPHSI registers upon a request information on vegetative propagating 
material and seeds for cultivation.
The form of the request is published at the MIPHSI website.
The request is free of charge. 



1. Registering
as an organic

supplier

From a general seed
suppliers register

Polish Act on seeds – art. 
86.3 and 86.4



2. The form of the request



The register 

Link to website http://piorin.gov.pl/rolnictwo-ekologiczne/wykaz-materialu-ekologicznego/



EU law on Organic Farming
-derogations-

• 834/2007

Art. 22 Exceptional production rules

Exceptions shall be kept to a minimum and, where appropriate, limited 
in time and may only be provided for (…) where it is necessary in order 
to ensure access to feed, seed and vegetative propagating material, live 
animals and other farm inputs, where such inputs are not available on 
the market in organic form



EU law on Organic Farming
-derogations-

• 889/2008

Art. 45 Use of seed or vegetative propagating material not obtained by the organic production 

method.

Where the conditions laid down in Article 22(2)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 apply, (a)

a) seed and vegetative propagating material from a production unit in conversion to organic farming 

may be used,

b) where point (a) is not applicable, Member States may authorise the use of non-organic seed or 

vegetative propagating material if not available from organic production. However, for the use of 

non-organic seed and seed potatoes the following paragraphs (2) to (9) apply.

List of derogations is sent to European Commission every vear. 



Polish law on Organic Farming
-derogations-

• Act on Organic Farming of 25th June 2009

Art. 12.4  Voivod Inspector of Plant Health and Seed Inspection is
designated for granting exceptions.
The form of the request is published at the VIPHSI website.
The request is free of charge. 
Authorization is granted by a decision – in 2020 6400 authorizations
were given



Form of the request



Polish law on Organic Farming
-2018/848-

• New Act on Organic Farming

- Same system of controls and certification of „organic seed”
- New system for ‘organic heterogeneous material’ – out of general seed
law scope – no EU regulation yet



Thank you

Bartosz Pytlak
Head of Organic Farming Office
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